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Battle Between Didi’s

Sarna Promise and
+RSS Sanatana Dharma
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~

g‘ Alipurduar: In the Alipurduar
~district that is home to over 63 ty-
pes of ST communities and ma-

o ny tea gardens, there is a battle
brewmg between TMC that has

~) promises to give recognition to
~the Sarna religion followed by

\y the many ST communities here,
and the and RSS volunteers who
have been working in the hills
among the members of the ST
community to keep them within
the fold of Hinduism.

Additionally, in this district
where the BJP led in all the five
Assembly seats in the last Lok
Sabha elections, the plight of the
tea garden workers, and defec-
tions and recent joining by some
influential leaders into TMC and
BJPhave created the buzz. The de-
cidingfactorinthedistrict will be
the SC and ST community who
comprise more than 80 per cent of
the population.

The BJP, according to its inter-
nal assessment, is hoping to swe-
ep the region - at least 45 of the 54
seats. Home minister Amit Shah
isexpected to camp for twodaysin
Darjeeling in the coming days to
amplify the party's campaign in
theremaining seats.

CM Mamata Banerjee had re-
cently said that the TMC will lis-
ten to the demands of the ST com-
munities demanding recognition
of itasadefinitefaith foralong ti-
me. Currently, there are codes for

_solely six religions: Hinduism, Is.
lam, Christianity, Sikhism, Budd-
hism and Jainism. “We have for-
med laws so that none could take
away the land from adivasis. I ha-
ve also written a letter for giving
recognition to Sarna Dharma. I
have done everything for you,”
Banerjee said, while speaking at
Falakata.

Speaking to ET, Joy Prakash
Toppo, general secretary of the

TMC's ST morcha said the ST

communities of Alipurduar were
- worshippers of Sarnadev, and vil-
lage deities such as Dharti ayo or
Chalapachho Devi, and have gre-
at regard for the Sal tree, the sun

and other elements of nature, and
celebrate sarhul not durga puja.
"They have their own flagand the-
irrituals are very different. Inste-
ad of preservingthisadi-dharma,
the RSS temple is building hanu-
man temples here and telling the
people here they are all part of -sa-

natana dharma. This is because
they want to do the politics of
numbers.Academi Debdin Bose
who has worked in Alipurduar
among major ST communities
such as Mech, Garo, Hazong,
Chakma, Megh, Santhal, Oraon,
Munda, Malpahari, Bhumij, Khe-
urua, Doha and Kora said it was
the threat of christianity that ma-
de the RSS start work in the hills
of North Bengal in the seventies.
"Now, the TMC is playing into the
hands of divisive forces. We have
studies these communities in de-
tailand theirdeitiesaresimilarto
ours..Hinduism is diverse and
there are no set rules, All of these
tribes have a purohit called adhi-

karior prahan..they celebrate an--
naprashanof infantsandalso, ha-

ve extensive religious ceremoni-
esfor their departed."

Bose admitted that the Hanu-
man temples are a recent pheno-
menon in the hills. "But it is
wrong to assume that he is not
their deity. In fact, they worship
the wind. Their gods and goddes-
ses have very similar lores with
mainstream hindudeities. Weare
only telling them worship your
gods, don't convert. We havealrea-
dy lost parts of Rabha and mech
tribes to christianity just because

they gave them new clothes and :

choenlatodrinkn."




